The City

in separate and often opposing efforts to make a living
out of the private sale of goods and services. Most of
the activities of the inhabitants of any city-area are
absorbed in a struggle for cash. They have to do some-
thing or make something which other folk want,
in order to secure something they want for themselves;
and the result of the pursuit of income used to be
welcomed by economists as a proof that, if each sought
his own advantage, every one would get what he
deserved. This simple faith in economic predestina-
tion still dominates the economic relationships of
most men in almost all the countries of the world;
but to meet special needs another method was used
for the distribution and use of water, drains, roads,
and other such common goods. And nowadays
the city holds together as a unit, not because of the
"invisible hand" which guides the greed of grocers
and their customers, but because the public authorities
supply the basic needs of life in common. Neither the
traditional theory of capitalism nor that of socialism
is adequate to describe all the aspects of the system
under which we live. But if anyone prefers to use the
sacred words of traditional controversy he is welcome
to do so. For the purpose here in view, it is enough
to note that some common services exist, and that
these make life possible in the city-areas of to-day.
Without them even the scramble for cash could not
be continued.
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